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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JUNE 24 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 24, 

1977: 


Q. IN THE SENATE YESTERDAY, SENATOR PROXMIRE INTRODUCED 
A LIST OF ATROCITIES COMMITTED AGAINST THE KURDS IN IRAQ, 
APPARENTLY BY THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT; AND HE APPEALED TO 
ALL COUNTRIES TO CONDEMN THESE ATROCITIES. I'M WONDERING 
WHETHER THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR OUR GOVERNMENT IS DOING 
ANYTHING ABOUT CALLING THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONS 
INVOLVED IN SUPPORTING HUMAN RIGHTS AS WE SEE THEM TO DO 
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SOMETHING ABOUT THE ATROCITIES IN IRAQ AGAINST THESE 
PEOPLE. 

A. WELL, FIRST, I DON'T HAVE THE SENATOR'S REMARKS. 

SECOND, I DON'T HAVE A REPORT ON ALLEGED ATROCITIES. AND 
THIRD, I DON'T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON IT AT THIS TIME. 

Q. COULD YOU MAKE THAT CLEAR ABOUT DEMOCRATIC PROCESS TO 
BEGIN NOW IN SOUTH AFRICA. I SUPPOSE THAT PRINCIPLE 
APPLIES EVERYWHERE ELSE, DOESN'T IT, THAT WE ARE FOR 

DEMOCRACY IN ALL COUNTRIES. WHY DON'T WE SAY SOMETHING 
ABOUT SAUDI ARABIA SHARING POWER THERE? (LAUGHTER) 

A. IN EVERY INSTANCE, AS WE HAVE SAID MANY TIMES, WE 
ARE SIMPLY SEEKING TO FIRST CREATE A CLIMATE WHICH IS WELL 
UNDERSTOOD, WHAT OUR POSITION IS UNIVERSALLY. AS TO HOW 
IT IS APPLIED IN EACH CASE, THAT IS A MATTER WHICH 
DEPENDS ON THE CASE. 

Q. ARE YOU BEING SELECTIVE WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND NOT 
SELECTIVE WHEN IT COMES TO THE MIDDLE EAST WHEN YOU 
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TALK ABOUT SAUDI ARABIA? 

A. I AGAIN WILL JUST HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT WE DO NOT 
HAVE A SELECTIVE POLICY. WHAT WE TRANSMIT IS OUR BASIC 
NOTION ABOUT THE PROPER END OF A POLITICAL PROCESS. 

Q. EAIR ENOUGH. CAN WE SAY TOMORROW IN OUR PAPER THAT 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT TODAY SAID THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS 
HAS TO MOVE FORWARD IN SAUDI ARABIA AS WELL AS IN SOUTH 
AERICA. IS THAT EAIR? 

A. WHAT YOU CAN SAY IN YOUR PAPER TOMORROW IS WHATEVER 
YOU WANT TO SAY. 
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Q. WELL, I MEAN, WOULD YOU AGREE TO THAT? IS THIS THE 
PRINCIPLE? 

A. WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY TO YOU IS THAT IT IS 
EUNDAMENTAL TO OUR EOREIGN POLICY THAT WE BELIEVE THAT A 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS THE BEST FOR ALL THE PEOPLES WHEREV- 
ER THEY MAY BE. 

Q. INCLUDING SAUDI ARABIA. 

A. WAIT A MINUTE. AND I AM GOING TO MAKE THAT AS A 
GENERAL STATEMENT, AND INSOFAR AS NOW BEING ASKED A 
SERIES OF QUESTIONS ABOUT A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, I AM NOT 
GOING TO ADDRESS MYSELF TO EACH AND EVERY COUNTRY THAT 
EXISTS. 

Q. WAS THERE ANY QUESTION ASKED, OR HAVE YOU ANY 
RESPONSES TO PRIME MINSITER BEGIN S STATEMENT THAT HE 
IS PREPARED TO MEET WITH THE ARAB LEADERS ANYWHERE, ANY 
TIME, ANY PLACE, WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS? 

A. NO, I HAVE NOTED THOSE. I DON'T HAVE ANY OFFICIAL 
RESPONSE TO HIS SPEECH. 

VANCE 
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